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Coach Tom Osborne meets with the local and national media to discuss today’s game with Colorado. 


Nebraska has nowhere to run, nowhere to hide 


By Chris Hopfensperger 
First Down Reporter 


If the Nebraska Cornhuskers have any shortcomings, the whole 
nation will know it today, Husker coach Tom Osborne said. 

There will be nowhere for Nebraska to hide against Colorado in 
front of a Memorial Stadium sell-out crowd and a national televi- 
sion audience on ESPN. 

And there will be no one to justrun over on the opposite sideline. 

The Buffaloes come into the game ranked No. 7 and No. 9, 
riding on the shoulders of Eric Bieniemy, the leading rusher in the 
nation, and on the strength of a defense that has held a schedule 
riddled with Top 20 teams to an average of 323 yards a game. 

The truth about both teams will come to light this afternoon, but 
it is hard to find a weakness on either side of the ball. 

Nebraska, ranked second and third, leads the conference and is 
fifth in the nation in total offense, averaging 486 yards a game. 
Colorado is second in the Big Eightand 19th nationally with a421- 
yard average. 

Defensively, the Huskers are second in the nation, holding 
opponents to an average of 223 total yards a game. The Buffaloes 
are third in the conference and 33rd nationally. 

Probably the biggest difference between the two teams lies in 
their schedules. 

The Buffaloes opened the season against Tennessee, now 
ranked No. 11, followed with Stanford, No. 5 Illinois, No, 14 
Texas, No. 7 Washington, Missouri, Iowa State, Kansas and 
Oklahoma, which they knocked out of the Top 20. 

Nebraska, however, hasn’t seen a ranked team since Jan. 1, 
when they were waxed 41-17 by Florida State in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“We admittedly have not played anywhere near the schedule 
Colorado has played and yet we’ ve survived, I think, against some 
reasonable teams,” Osborne said. 

Despite having lost both the game and the Big Eight title to 


Colorado last year in Boulder, Colo., Osborne said revenge would 
not be one of the Huskers’ motives to win the game. 

Emotions on the field will run high, he said, but that will not be 
enough to win the game for either team. 

“T think you’re going to see a lot of effort, hopefully that 
emotion will be channeled well,” he said. “A lot of times people 
think if you’re just fired up enough you win football games. 

“You've got to get mad, You’ve got to put something on the 
bulletin board. You’ve got to have a cause."” : 

Osborne said that helps, but not without playing good football. 

“T feel that all the emotion in the world doesn’t do you any good 
if you’re stepping with the wrong foot, if your techniques are bad, 
if you’re lined up wrong,” Osborne said. “The main thing is we 
want to make sure we’re properly focused.” 
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Quarterback Mickey Joseph (left) talks with ESPN’s Chris Fowler (center) Tuesday. ESPN is televising today’s 


Came celebrate with ust 
The Cornhusker Marching Band in concert. 


game. 


Saturday, December 1, 8:00 p.m. 
Lied Center, Lincoln 


Sunday, December 2, 3:00 p.m. 
Orpheum Theater, Omaha 
adults $8.00; students/senior citizens $5.00 


Call 402-472-4747 in Lincoln and 
402-444-4750 in Omaha 


All proceeds will benefit the Band Scholarship Fund. 
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Hagan: Buffs 


had problems, 
now rolling 


By Cory Golden 


First Down Reporter 


For Colorado quarterback Darian Hagan 
things are going pretty good. 

The Buffaloes are 7-1-1, undefeated in 
Big Eight play, after coming back to beat 
Oklahoma 32-23, His once-injured left 
shoulder “feels great.” And he said he feels 
like the only thing that can stop his team is, 
well, his team. 

Hagan collected 206 yards of total of- 
fense against the Sooners, including a sea- 
son-high 180 yards passing. 

Now comes Nebraska. 

“We’ve had our ups and downs,” said 
the junior quarterback from Lynwood, 
Calif., “but now we’re rolling and we’re 
ready for the big one.” 

Some said Hagan, with a left shoulder 
sprain that kept him from starting against 
Missouri and Iowa State, wasn’t perfectly 
healthy and that was why the Buffs let 
tailback Eric Bieniemy carry the load 
against Oklahoma. 

Hagan disagreed, saying his shoulder 
isn’ta problem. 

“Tt’s finc. There’s no pain, there’s no 
swelling,” Hagan said. “We’ve done the 
same things but we’ve gone more to the 
inside game because Bieniemy’s doing 
well.” 

After secing tapes of the Cornhuskers, 
Hagan said his first reaction is that Ne- 
braska is “outstanding.” 

“They’re a great team with good com- 
petitors,” he said. 

Moving the ball against the Huskers, he 
said, may not be casy — even if the Buffa- 
loes are led by a Sporting News 1989 
Player-of-the-Year (Hagan) who engi- 
neered 63 scores on 104 drives last season. 

“They have a pretty good defense: good 
speed, good intensity,” Hagan said. “Iv ll be 
a thrill for us to move the ball on them, but 
I think we match up better guy for guy than 
anyone they’ ve played.” 

Hagan said he doesn’t see the Buffaloes 
team letting up today, 

“We're trying to build a great tradition 
like Nebraska has,” he said. “We realize 
everyone is shooling for us and we have to 
keep our guard up.” 

If anything, Hagan said he and his team- 
mates are becomingly increasingly im- 
mune to big-game pressure. 

“I’m like that. The whole team is,” he 
said. “We know we have to play the whole 
game, no matter what — all 60 minutes 
every ball game.” 

How could this peaking team lose? 

“If we beat ourselves,” he said. “Turn- 
Overs are a big key.” 

Hagan, 5-foot-10 and 185-pounds, sees 


a resemblance between himself and 5-9 
Nebraska quarterback Mickey Joseph, the 
older brother of third-string Colorado sig- 
nal caller, Vance. 

“We both run the option well and try to 
be offensive leaders,” he said. 

Both have a common difficulty, too. 
They have trouble seeing over their hulking 
front lines. 

Hagan, Colorado’s all-time Icading pas- 
ser who last season became the sixth player 
to rush and pass for more than 1,000 yards 
in one season, said he has improved as the 
Buffaloes have thrown more this season. 

While his passing has still drawn nega- 
tive comments, he said they fall on deaf 
ears. 

“Tt docsn’t bother me,” he said. “As long 


Courtesy Big Eight 
Although quarterback Darian Hagan said it would be a thrill to move the 
ball against Nebraska, he thought only Colorado could beat Colorado. 


as we win and I’m putting numbers on the 
board, like I have the last three weeks, I’m 
satisfied.” 

Hagan has turned out the numbers, 
though not as dramatically as last year; 
placing sixth in total offense in the Big 
Eight at 144.1 yards per game. 

Compliments are given the same 
amount of attention and criticism, he said. 

Hagan finished fifth in Heisman Trophy 
balloting in 1989. This year, the media said 
he could finish still higher in post-season 
honors but have since abandoned him on 
“Heisman Watch” listings. F 

“J’ve never cared about that,” he said. “I 
was touted for those things, but I’m not out 
trying for them. I’m just here to play foot- 
ball.” 
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Colorado game 
no different 


By Benji Greenberg 
First Down Reporter 


Nebraska’s offensive line, instead of being a hole in the team, 
has been creating them this season. 

With the holes the offensive line has created, Nebraska once 
again leads the nation in rushing. The yards the Huskers have 
accumulated on the ground have helped lead to an undéfeated 
season going into today’s showdown with Colorado. The game 
more than likely is for the Big Eight championship and trip to the 
Orange Bowl. 

“Throughout the season we’ ve improved asa line and with the 
rushing yards we have, that proves how well the line has played,” 
center David Edeal said. “This year’s line is confident, and playing 
against the Buffaloes on ESPN brings us into the national spotlight 
which will make us play better.” 

Seniors Jim Wanek, Tom Punt and Edeal, junior Brian Boer- 
boom and sophomore Will Shields, the starters on the line, will try 
to contain Colorado’s defense so the Huskers can run their option 
offense. 

“All we need to do is stick to the same things we’ ve been doing 
and approach the game as it’s just a regular game,” Wanek said. 
oe lo stay focused and pay attention to who we need to 

ock,” - 

Perhaps the biggest match-up today is between Edeal and ; Michelle Paulman/First Down 
Colorado All-Big Eight nose tackle Joel Steed. Left guard Jim Wanek crunches a block giving I- 

“All need to do against Steed is prevent his stunting, stay low back Scott Baldwin the option of which way to run. 
and sustain the block better,” Edeal said. “Colorado’s defensive 


line is he best we’ve faced this season and hopefully we’ll be >t 808 P Street 
successful.” a 
Nebraska coach Tom Osborne said that the offensive line has : Ae Haymarket Square 
played well, maybe as well or better than last year’s. Punt and oC) 438-BONE 
Wanek were the only offensive Starters toreturn, : : 
a Punt make Wein tinal Mental Sisciem Featuring America's top stand-up comedians, as 
“I can’t believe it’s already here and it’s special to play seen on Carson, Letterman and cable TV. 
Colorado as the last home game,” Edeal said. “That’s what we # © 8 8 eeeeeeeee See ee eee 
came to Nebraska for, to play in big games like this one and be in O N E 
the national spotlight.” 


“Every year we just reload on the offensive line instead of 
rebuild like most teams and this season’s line has more depth than FREE D RAW 
last season’s,” Boerboom said, “Playing against the highly touted 


Buffalo defense will be a challenge and all we have to do is take : Lincoln's only 
(ae 


Expires 12/30/90 ' full-time comedy club 


PIZZA | -= | 
SHUTTLE 


care of business.” 

Nebraska this season has faced every defense known to football 
and has responded by going undefeated, but against Colorado 
they'll see a basic defense, just like the defense Nebraska runs. 

“We have enough depth and solid players and with the type of 
defenses we’ve played against that should help us prepare for 
Colorado,” offensive line coach Milt Tenopir said. “So far this 
season we've played well and have coped with the different 
schemes we’ ve had to face.” 

A big key Saturday could be the depth and experience factor on 


ee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
both sides of the ball. 475- 475-6363 —| 
“We have quality players as backups, so it gives us 10 starters One Single Topping Pizza | 
on the line instead of just five,” Punt said. “CU’s starting defense Plus a Coke | 
has had to play almost every down of every game, so their lack of 6363 $3.50 
depth could hurt come Saturday’s game.” A CAIAE : 
Making up for last season’s loss to Colorado is not on any of the 230 N. 17th | | 
offensive lineman’s minds. |ADDRESS | 
“We lost last season but were not looking at that now bicause Next To l DATE l 
this is a new season and a whole new ballgame,” Shields said. the U Stop PICK - UP ONLY 
“There’s no pressure on us just as long as we focus on we have | Limited One Coupon Per Order | 
to do,” Edeal said. Sey ce ead Nae oe pe apd Rr a 
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Shaun Sartin/First Down 
Defensive tackle Kenny Walker leads the Huskers in 
solo tackles, quarterback sacks, quarterback hur- 
ries and tackles for losses. 


Two Winning Teams 


The Nebraska Cornhuskers and the Nebraska Air 


Guard, two of the best things going for the state 
of Nebraska. See if you qualify to wear the 
uniform of the Nebraska Air Guard...America's 


Hometown Air Force. 


Nebraska Football 
1989...Ranked #10 in the nation 


Big Eight Champions 
NCAA Kickoff Classic 
.... Ranked #4 in the nation 
.-... Sugar Bowl Champions 
«Ranked #3 in the nation 


....Orange Bowl Champions 


Nebraska Air Guard 


1990...Air Force Organizational 
Excellence Award 
Best ANG Civil 


Air Recon Unit 

...USAF Outstanding Unit 
. USAF Outstanding Unit 
....Excellent in Inspection 
Rating by USAF 
European Training 

Deployment 
.. USAF Outstanding Unit 


«Nebraska Air Guard-- 
475-4910 473-1218 


tackle Solomon 


By Paul Domeier 
First Down Co-Editor 


Life isn’t getting any easier for Ariel Solomon. 

Last week, Solomon blocked Oklahoma’s star defensive tackle 
Scott Evans. Today, he gets Kenny Walker. 

“They’re definitely two of the top linemen in the Big Eight, and 
I get them on consecutive weekends,” said Solomon, Colorado’s 
Starting left offensive tackle. 

Walker and starting line mates Pat Engelbert and Joe Sims will 
be going against one of the most highly touted offensive lines in the 
nation. 

“Theard that they have All-Americans on the offensive line, two 
of them,” Walker said. 

He heard correctly. Joe Garten lines up next to Solomon at left 
guard and Mark Vander Poel plays right tackle. 

Solomon is a senior from Boulder, Colo., in his first season as 
a starter. 

He said the Colorado offensive line did a good job controlling 
the Sooner line in the Buffaloes’ 32-23 victory last week. The high 
altitude of Boulder may have hindered the Sooner linemen, he said. 

(Evans) made some plays, but he’s going to do that,” Solomon 
said. 

Solomon started his Colorado career as a defensive tackle, but 
he said he didn’t need that experience to see that Walker is good. 

“Everyone can see that. You don’t have had to have played. 
defense to see that,” Solomon said. “Looking at his stats and some 
film, I have a lot of respect for him.” 

Walker leads the Cornhuskers in solo tackles (26), tackles for 
losses (17), quarterback sacks (9) and quarterback hurries (16), and 
is second in total tackles (52). 

Walker, 6-foot-4 and 240 pounds, is known first for his quick- 
ness. Solomon said he doesn’t have a preference for playing bigger 
or smaller linemen. 

“T’m a little small for a tackle,” said Solomon, 6-6 and 275. 

The Buffaloes must control the line of scrimmage to get off to 
a good start, Solomon said. 

Walker stressed his own strategic points. 

“We have to prepare well for the option and the wishbone,” he 
said. 

Walker has done enough to fill a highlight film this year with 
plays against Northern Illinois and other teams where he covered 
two players on the option, one of the Buffaloes’ key plays. 

Last year, Walker played mostly as a pass rushing specialist, not 
against the option. 

“IT was impressed with Colorado’s kicking (game) and their 
speed,” he said. “They’re a very physical team.” 

Walker is a candidate for the Lombardi Trophy, awarded 
annually to the best collegiate lineman. Walker said he doesn’t 
concern himself with awards, though. 

“The best thing is I want to play for myself and for my team,” 
he said, “and also for everyone else.” 

In addition to his skill as a defensive lineman, Walker is unique 
because he is deaf, which Solomon said may help the Husker 
concentrate on getting good jumps. 

“Tt doesn’t seem to hinder him at all,” he said. “He gets off the 
ball unbelievably quickly,” 

Solgmon said he didn’t play against Walker at all in 1989. But 
knowmg what Walker has accomplished, Solomon said he has a 
great deal of respect for the Husker senior. 

“T’ve never played against anyone like that,’ Solomon said. 


Croel, McGhee, 
Williams all 
in One game 


By Paul Domeier 
First Down Co-Editor 


Mike Croel won’t be on the field at the same time as Alfred 
Williams or Kanavis McGhee, but in a way he’ll be playing them. 

Nebraska’s Croel and Colorado’s Williams and McGhee are 
three of the best senior outside linebackers in college football. 
Today’s game gives all three a nationally-televised chance to 
impress the NFL scouts who happen to catch the game. The one 
who plays the best the rest of this season could be the first outside 
linebacker taken in next year’s draft. 

Heck, this game could be worth a lot of money. 

Croel laughed at that possibility. 

“If the money comes along, the money comes along,” he said. 

But the three players won’t be playing the same opponents. 

“I don’t know how they really can compare us,” Croel said. 
“They're playing against our offense, I’m playing against their 
offense.” 

Forget the possibly unfair comparisons, though. Croel said he’ ll 
take time to watch the Colorado defense today. 

Williams, 6-foot-6 and 230 pounds, and McGhee, 6-5 and 250, 
are monstrous men who run down ball-carriers like tanks. Running 
from Croel, on the other hand, is like running from a bullet. 

“Size is a little bit of a factor,” Croel said. “Our outside 
linebackers have shown that instead of size, it’s technique and 
speed.” 

Croel stands 6-3 and weighs 225 pounds but runs the 40-yard 
dash in 4.62 seconds, electronically timed. 

Because of that speed, Croel is often used as a virtual defensive 
back in the Nebraska dime defense. The Huskers spent most of the 
Oct. 27 game against Iowa State in the dime. 

“T was in coverage the whole time,” he said. “That didn’t give 
me any chance to get any hits in. 

“It upsets me because I’m a linebacker and I should be there in 
the hits.” 

So the three standout linebackers hardly play the same position. 
Colorado uses Williams and McGhee as the hinges of the Buffalo 
defense. Croel is moved to wherever he is needed. 

Today that means he’ll be back up near the line of scrimmage, 
guarding against Colorado’s running game. Sometimes he’ll be 
assigned to the option pitch man, he said, and sometimes he’ll be 
assigned to quarterback Darian Hagan. 

“T'll be lined up all over the place,” Croel said. 

Croel said he’s been mostly satisfied with his performance this 
season. 

Some other interested observers think he’s done well, too. One 
scouting service, the NFL Draft Report, in its latest release on 
Croel calls the senior from Sudbury, Mass., an “excellent pass 
defender . . . punishing open field tackler . . . special teams 
standout.” 

Croel said thoughts of a possible professional career occasion- 
ally creep into his mind. 

“Lately, a little bit more,” Croel said. “It keeps me more 
motivated.” : 

Against Colorado, he also has the motivation of avenging last 
year’s defeat. The talk between the teams has been light this week. 

“But maybe during the game, we’ ll talk our share,” Croel said. 

And he'll be competing vicariously with Williams and 
McGhee, Today, though, he said that rivalry will take.a back seat. 

“I won’t be thinking about that,” he said. “I'll be thinking about 
winning first.” 
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Domeier 


Continued from Page 16 

the country’s best Darian Hagan imitator, Turner, Jon Bostick, 
William Washington and any Nebraska fullback in the game give 
the Huskers the best outside blocking in the nation. Also 240- 
pound left guard Jim Wanek, undersized in the middle, is death to 
safeties when he pulls. 

The options run by Joseph and Leodis Flowers worked wonder- 
fully for Nebraska against Iowa State. After Saturday, Hagan could 
be regarded as a Joseph imitator. 

If the Colorado’s stars don’t dominate from the start, Colorado 
will be outplayed. If Colorado is outplayed and the turnovers are 
even or favor Nebraska, Colorado will lose. 

Of course, if Nebraska has two or three more turnovers, the 
Buffaloes could score some easy touchdowns and all bets are off. 
That is why I hesitate to make a strong prediction. : 

I wouldn’t be stupid enough to say that Nebraska will win for 
sure. I certainly wouldn’t be crass enough to predict a possible 
spread. 

Or would I? Later. 


Domeier is a senior news editorial-major and from Sutton. 


Tudor 


Continued from Page 16 

the game against your favorite team; they have a habit of doing so. 
But, before you congratulate yourselves by relegating Colorado 
back to the schedule fluff that it once was, keep an eye on future 
Heisman Trophy winner Eric Bieniemy, quarterback Darian 
Hagan and the rest of the Buffaloes. They will prevail. 

One more quick question for you hospitable Husker fans, Can 
you direct us directed and suddenly knowledgeable Buff fans to the 
local grocery? We need to pick up some celebratory oranges. 

Jeff Tudor is senior news-editorial and English major. 


CREDIT GNIONS 


STATISTICALLY 
SPEAKING... 


Numbers 


"Credit Unions deposit insurance 
fund...highest level since 1987." NCUA, July 
1990. No taxpayer dollars have ever been used 
to reimburse depositors of any failed credit 
union. 

The deposits of more than 298,000 Nebraska 
credit union members are federally insured by 
NCUA, an agency of the federal government. 


NEBRASKA Credit Unions 
We take care of our own. 
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Offensive Starters ——_—— Defensive Starters 


snr WR Mike Pritchard 94.00... OLB Alfred Williams 
WOMeact LT Ariel Solomon He ee LT Leonard Renfro 
G2 viarses LG Joe Garten OBS cons NT Joel Steed 
Oinicians C Jay Leeuwenburg  95...... RT Garry Howe 

PSs Petsees RG Bryan Campbell 9G tans2 OLB Kanavis McGhee 
Woh, seine RI Mark Vander Poel 149...... LB Greg Biekert 

87 ......TE Sean Brown 34...... LB Chad Brown 
3Q......B Darian Hagan dL 2itecses CB Dave McCloughan 
Baas FB George Hemingway 2 ....... CB Deon Figures 

AO sci WB Michael Simmons _ 17...... SS Tim James 
eye TB Eric Bieniemy DS Bore FS Greg Thomas 

MOS tersde K _ Jim Harper LW ei P Tom Rouen 


 eipciwensity of Nebraska Foorball 1962 - 1972 


A Tribute To Bob Devaney |“) “Tne bevaney ena 
_ Sponsored by Gillette Quality a 1 © € 
‘ Chekd Dairy 


This beautiful plaque is a numbered, limited edition, hand 

This is a beautiful bronze medallion with the same | signed by Bob Devaney. It has a brushed gold plaque on the 
information as the plaque above. The medallion is a} back with Bob's history. Crafted by Awards Unlimited of 
2 3/4" in diameter and sets on a 2" x 3" wood base. Order | Lincoln, NE, the size of the plaque including frame is 19 x 38 
early, it will make someone a beautiful gift. inches. 
Watch for Bowl Game Giveaway. . . By purchasing a special Devaney 5 qt. pail of Gillette Quality Chekd 
Ice Cream or half gallon of Quarterback Crunch Ice Cream, part of the proceeds of these sales go to the Husker 
Beef Club Scholarship Fund. You will also be able to register at participating stores to win a trip to the Nebraska 
Bowl Game. Sponsors include Gillette Dairy, TWA and NTV. Two tickets to the game, airfare and lodging will be 


: Send your order blank and money to--Husker Beef Club, University of | 
Nebraska, 200 West Stadium, Lincoln, Nebraska 68588-0233. Indicate which you are ordering by check- | 
ing the appropriate box. Shipping and tax are included, please allow three weeks for delivery. 
BOB DEVANEY PLAQUE = $215.95 [[] Name 
pRONZE MEDALLION $ 39.95 [al 
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Offensive Starters —___.. Defensive Starters 


LSyer ve SE Jon Bostick Diaz a0 OLB Travis Hill 

SF ewes TE William Washington 56...... LT Joe Sims 

Poy carte LY Tom Punt Tes MG Pat Engelbert 
66.28 LG Jim Wanek OL sescs RT Kenny Walker 
SOi ayes C David Edeal ts eee OLB Mike Croel 

See ees RG Will Shields OD cack ILB Mike Petko 
KON. RT Brian Boerboom AQ...... ILB_ Pat Tyrance 
22 athe WB Nate Turner Donat CB Bruce Pickens 
2 ages QB Mickey Joseph Bee aha CB  Tahaun Lewis 
DOr cores FB Lance Lewis DT, renee SS Reggie Cooper 
Dire: IB__ Leodis Flowers Baas FS Tyrone Byrd 
44 ...... K Gregg Barrios Si oe aa P Mike Stigge 


“a heart warming experience” 


Welcome Football Fans... stop in York County and enjoy our 
hospitality and be less than an hour’s drive from the game. 


400 Motel Rooms 
35 Restaurants 
20 Gas Stations 
3 Campgrounds 


Conventions are welcome! 
For a free visitors guide, or convention information, call 


(402) 362-5531 
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Kicking game could dec 


By John Adkisson 


First Down Reporter 


Last year, Colorado kicked Nebraska to 
death. 

Although the Comhuskers outgained 
Colorado and had more first downs than the 
Buffaloes, it was the Colorado kicking 
game that killed Nebraska in the 27-21 loss 
in Boulder, Colo. 

This year, the kicking game may again 
prove to be the difference between the Big 
Eight rivals. 

Both Nebraska and Colorado rank in the 
top 10 nationally in average yards a punt 
return, and Nebraska ranks second in the 
nation in kickoff returns, averaging 29,5 
yards a kickoff. 

Husker Tyrone Hughes, who leads the 
league with a 31-yard average for kickoff 
returns, said Nebraska looks al every run- 
back as a good opportunity to score. 

“Some schools just go and do kickoffs as 
something that needs to be done,” Hughes 
said. “We look to score every time we have 
the ball.” 

The importance of the kicking game 
also is stressed at Colorado, Buff return 
man Mike Pritchard said. 

“The coaches tell us that punts are the 
most important plays of the game,” 
Pritchard said. “It can set the tone of the 
whole ballgame.” 

The tone of last year’s Nebraska-Colo- 
rado shootout was set by Buffalo punt re- 
turner Jeff Campbell, who set up two Colo- 
rado touchdowns with 49- and 55-yard punt 
returns. 

Campbell is gone this year, but senior 
Dave McCloughan has taken up the slack, 
leading the Big Eight with a 16-yard punt 
return average. 

McCloughan said returning kicks is 
something that comes naturally. 

“It's just a God-given talent,” 
McCloughan said. “Once you do it, you 
always remember how.” 

McCloughan praised the returning abil- 
ity of Hughes. 

“Anytime you have a 31-yard average, 
you must be pretty good,’ McCloughan 
said. “It seems like everything he touches 
comes back a long way.” 

The respect is mutual, said Hughes. 

“IT haven’t seen much of them, but I 
know they have a great return team,” 
Hughes said. “And their punter is excel- 
lent.” 

That punter, All-American Tom Rouen, 
last year punted Nebraska into a hole, aver- 
aging 51 yards a kick. The last of those 
kicks was a fourth-quarter boomer that 
sailed over Hughes’ head and pinned the 
Huskers deep in their own territory. 

After the game, Hughes was criticized 
for letting the ball go, but he said the play 
doesn’t haunt him. 

“People are going to point the finger at 
somebody,” Hughes said. “Butif we’d have 


ide outcome, again 


Al Schaben/First Down 


Both Colorado and Nebraska have threatening kick return men. One of 
those for Nebraska is Tyrone Hughes, who leads the Big Eight in kickoff 
returns by averaging about 32 yards an attempt. 


come back to win that game, nobody would 
have ever remembered that play.” 

Hughes said he would enjoy returning a 
kick against Colorado. 

“T guess against Colorado it would be 
pretty sweet,” Hughes said, “but I’m not 
going to be thinking about last year or 
anything.” 

Junior wingback Nate Turner, who will 
join Hughes on Nebraska’s punt return 
team, said if the Huskers are to succeed in 
the kicking game, they will have to elimi- 
nate mistakes. 

“We're not freshmen anymore, so 
there’s no need for mistakes,” Turner said. 
“Tt’s a job, and we have to take a workman- 
like attitude into the game.” 

Teams have tried to keep the ball away 
from Pritchard and Hughes this season, and 
the two said not getting the ball can be 


annoying. 

“Some teams have kicked away from 
us,” Pritchard said. “And it’s frustrating 
because we haven’t got the field position 
we know we could have gotten.” 

Hughes agreed. ; 

“T ast week at Iowa State, they kicked 
away from me and it was windy,” Hughes 
said, “It got me a little frustrated.” 

But in this weekend’s showdown, 
Hughes said, don’t expect the kicking game 
to be a silent factor. 

“You can break the game open if you're 
the return guy,” Hughes said. “Returns will 
be a factor, definitely.” 

Pritchard said he expects the return men 
will determine the outcome of the game. 

“Either team can break one deep,” 
Pritchard said. “And the one who does will 
most likely win.” 
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Cooper prepares for explosion 


By Todd Cooper 
First Down Reporter 


A general’s about to meet an enemy. 

Nebraska strong safety Reggie Cooper, labeled general of the 
secondary by defensive back coach George Darlington, finally will 
collide with Colorado running back Eric Bicniemy on Saturday. 

Cooper hasn’t come into contact with Bieniemy, sometimes 
called “Public Bieniemy” in reference to the rap group Public 
Enemy, in their three previous meetings. 

“T’m sure we’ll meet each other a couple of times during the 
game,” Cooper said. 

And the outcome of those encounters? 

“Just a smile,” he said. 

But Cooper realizes how dangerous Bieniemy can be. 

“He’s the No. 1 rusher in the nation so far, so he poses a real big 
threat,” Cooper said. “It’s going to be a real good test against 
(quarterback Darian) Hagan and Bieniemy because both are short, 
real strong and fast runners.” 

Cooper knows Hagan’s running and passing abilities all too well 
after last year’s 27-21 Colorado victory. 

“He’s a big threat on the pass because he scrambles around so 
much,” Cooper said. “The more he scrambles, the more time he has 
to find a receiver open. If you find a receiver open, any quarterback 
can throw a ball 30 or 40 yards downfield to his receiver.” 

But Cooper said containing Hagan and Bieniemy will seem 


minor compared to suppressing the emotions he will have for his 
final game at Memorial Stadium. ate 
“T’m going to try and concentrate on the game, but it’s going to 
be hard,” Cooper said, “This means everything. This is my last 
home game as a senior. There’s a lot of things that go into just this 
one game.” ; 
Revenge for last year’s loss isn’t one of them, Cooper said, 
although he distinctly remembers one thing. ; 
“The score. The score at the end of the game,” he said. 
“Knowing that we won the game physically — in my opinion, 
anyway ... Just thata couple of bad plays, a couple of no-calls cost 
us the game. , , - 
“Tt’s not necessarily revenge, just a chance to win a big game. 
Cooper said he will keep that in minds he prepares mentally for 
the Buffaloes. , A 
“I’m trying to keep my emotions down during the week,” he 
said. “I’ve been trying to control the intensity, keep it all down, 
then let it explode on Saturday.” : : 
If the team’s explosion fizzles Saturday, Cooper said he doesn’t 
know how he’ll react. ; 
“T don’t even want to think about losing,” he said. “I don’t know 
what Id do. 
“T’m just thinking about winning the game, no matter how we 
win it.” 
Cooper prepares for intensity explosion 


No time to blink for NU’s Byrd 


By Erik Unger 
First Down Reporter 


Everyone else gets to focus on Eric Bieniemy, Darian Hagan 
and Colorado’s running game. But standing downfield of everyone 
else, Nebraska free safety Tyrone Byrd must keep one eye on the 
running game, one eye on the pass. 

Despite coach Bill McCartney’s attempts to open up a the 
Colorado passing game, defenses still must gear their attention to 
the Buffaloes running game, led by Bieniemy, the nation’s leading 
rusher. 

Against the Buffalo I-bone, the Cornhusker cornerbacks and 
strong safety must concentrate more than usual on stopping the run, 

That leaves Byrd, asophomore from Chandler, Ariz., as the last 
check against Colorado wide receiver Mike Pritchard, quarterback 
Darian Hagan’s favorite deep threat. 

Byrd said the key for the Nebraska secondary Saturday will be 
for him to be sure read pass first before he leaves his deep coverage 
to help the linebackers. 

Byrd has risen to the occasion all season, leading the Big Eight 
with five interceptions, including one a week ago against Iowa 
State. 

He jumped into public view last season against the Buffaloes in 
his second collegiate start. He intercepted a pass on Colorado’s 
first drive and earned defensive player of the weck honors for the 
Buffalo game. 

Byrd was named the Big Eight Defensive Freshman-of-the- 
Year in 1989 and was almost guaranteed 
of being a starter the next three years. 

Yet, homesick, Byrd almost stayed home in Arizona following 
the Huskers’ 41-17 drubbing by Florida State in last year’s Fiesta 
Bowl. 

“This year, I just got my mind on football, school and my 


teammates,” Byrd said. 

Byrd said he hopes that isn’t the only change to take place. 

Nebraska’s narrow 27-21 loss to Colorado last year has proved 
to be a positive motivating factor all year, Byrd said. 

“We had the talent to go all the way last year,” Byrd said. “We 
got upset and people lost confidence in us.” 

The team, Byrd said, only wants to prove to the nation that 
Nebraska is a legitimate top-10 contender. 

He said he thinks Nebraska can play with and beat ranked teams. 

Despite the tough loss last year and the animosity between the 
two schools’ fans, there are no ill feelings between the players of 
the two teams, Byrd said. 

Both teams had a great attitude last year, he said. Both helped 
each other up after plays and showed mutual respect, not dipping 
into the tactics that create tension. 

“They aren’t dirty (and don’t) talk a lot,” he said. 


BEN 


NELSON 


= GOVERNOR 


800/234-VOTE 


Paid for by the Ben Nelson for Governor Committee. 
Michael A. Shrier, Treasurer 
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Switzer book, like himself, a charmer 


By Chuck Green 


First Down Contributor 


Love him or hate him, Barry Switzerisa 
charmer. 

His personality has been to many the 
epitomé of all that is wrong in modern 
college football. His flamboyance and tol- 
erance is seen by many as a cover for some 
sort of hidden evil. 

Maybe, maybe not. Through it all, he 
was the winningest active coach in the 
collegiate ranks until he retired in the 
summer of 1989. 

But in his autobiography “Bootlegger’s 
Boy,’ Switzer conveys his enchanting per- 
sonality through detailed accounts — of- 
ten, excuses — of why the Oklahoma 
Sooner football program slowly spiraled 
into the toilet during his 18-year reign as 
coach, 

Several references to the Nebraska pro- 
gram and those surrounding it are in the 
book, most of which is humorous, although 
some Nebraska fans may disagree, given 
their staunchly unamused attitude toward 
any sort of criticism toward their beloved 
Cornhuskers. 

One example: Switzer colorfully re- 
counts the incidents after the 1986 game 
against the Huskers in Lincoln, when Okla- 
homa came from behind to beat Nebraska 
20-17 in the game’s last seconds. 

“... Nebraska was stunned. The crowd 
was almost silent. Jerry the policeman and 
! walked off the field toward that same 


Thompson spills view of OU under Switzer 


By Chuck Green 


First Down Contributor 


For anyone skimming through “Down 
and Dirty: The Life and Crimes of Okla- 
homa Football,” the book written by former 
Oklahoma quarterback Charles Thompson, 
tragedy is the most noticeable aspect. 

Thompson, now 22, is serving time in 
federal prison in Big Springs, Texas, for 
selling cocaine. But when one turns to the 
middle of the book to view the photo sec- 
tion, it’s all brought closer to home. Any- 
one’s home. 

There are photos of Charles and his 
brother, Harold, playing football in their 
yard as children. There is a picture of Th- 
ompson running wild through the midget 
leagues, and there are a few snapshots of 
him and his girlfriend, Kori, 

But when the reader turns to page 1 and 
settics in for a long read, it becomes crystal 
clear that this is no Louching family tale. 

The book, written with the help of Allan 
Sonnenschein, an editor from Penthouse, 
gives readers a cold, hard look at the Okla- 
homa Sooner football program, or at least 
what il was three years ago. 

Very little of the picture painted is as 
prelly as any seen in the mid-section. 

Thompson recalls, with uncanny vivid- 


tunnel where I had been grabbed (a story 
that came a page or two earlier). On the 
right side of the end zone, the Nebraska fans 
in red were deflated and frustrated. On the 
left side of the end zone, the OU fans in red 
were deliriously happy. 

“T nudged Jerry and pointed at the Ne- 
braska fans and said, “That bunch is awful 
damn quiet.’ 

“Just as if I had been a movie director 
giving them a cue, the 15,000 Nebraska 
fans in that section all rose as one person — 
men, women, grandfolks, little kids, they 
all stood up and gave me the finger. 

“Yeah, 15,000 Nebraskans all shooting 
me the bird. 

‘““God, Jerry, ’dlove to have apicture of 
that hanging on my wall,’ I said...“ 

Hmmm. 

“Bootlegger’s Boy,” written with the 
help of journalist and screenwriter Bud 
Shrake, covers everything the college foot- 
ball fan would ever want to know about the 
Sooner program and Switzer himself. Re- 
cruiting wars, games with Texas and Ne- 
braska and trouble he and his players and 
assistant coaches got into fill more than 400 
pages. 

Switzer devotes an entire chapter to the 
16 NCAA violations the Sooner program 
was charged with during his tenure. He tells 
what happened, why it happened and 
whether, in his opinion, he and the program 
were guilty. 

The book probably will be met with 
skepticism and head-shaking disbelief 


ness, the day that marked the beginning of 
the end for him, former Sooner coach Barry 
Switzer and the nightmare that was the 
Oklahoma program. 

One particularly chilling excerpt is in 
the first chapter, when Thompson recalls 
the day Switzer summoned him to his office 
to give him some bad news. 

After Switzer handed a newspaper clip- 
ping to Thompson about rapes and shoot- 
ings by football players on the OU campus, 
he writes, Switzer got right to the point: 

“ .. finally, he spoke. Charles,’ he said, 
pointing to the newspaper, what could be 
worse for the program than this?’ 

“Gee, coach,’ I stammered. “I don’t 
really know.’ 

“Switzer flung the newspaper down and 
screamed at me: “You know goddamned 
well what I mean.’ 

“T guess me,’ I said. 

“Yeah, you, Charles, he continued 
screaming. “Do you know that this will be 
all over national television and your family 
is going to get hurt? Charles, I’ve heard 
rumors about you being around drugs 
again. And you know what clse?’ 

“T looked at him without saying a word. 

“Charles, the FBI knows about it.’ 

“T panicked. “Coach, what are you talk- 
ing about?’ 


from Nebraska fans who have been trained 
from birth to hate the Sooner program and 
whoever leads it, so reading it with an open 
mind is vital. , 

For the objective reader, though, it’s a 
must-read. It gives a gripping overview of 
an interesting time in college football his- 
tory. ' 
Event if the time period isn’t very charm- 
ing, the book is — in its own unique way. 


THE LIFE & CRIMES 
OF OKLAHOMA FOOTBALL 


| 


CHARLES THOMPSON & 
ALLAN SONNENSCHEIN 


“Charles, they ve got you. 
“] sat there trembling, my arms wrapped 
around my body. I had never felt so cold in 


my life with the air conditioner blowing, 
See THOMPSON on 13 


Colorado natives want 
win over Buffaloes 


By Scott Stempson 
First Down Reporter 


When Tahaun Lewis and Brian Boerboom were leading Colo- 
rado Springs Doherty High Football Team to a 10-2 record and the 
state quarterfinals in 1986, neither could have imagined that four 
years later they would be teamed together for Nebraska taking on 
the Cornhuskers’ big rival, Colorado. 

First of all, neither knew what college they would attend, and 
secondly, few people imagined the Buffaloes would become 
Nebraska’s “rival.” 

Boerboom, a 6-foot-7, 285-pound tackle, said he doesn’t really 
like the word rival. 

“T don’t think it’s really a rivalry,” he said. “A lot of people talk 
about us getting revenge on these guys, but it’s hard to call it 
revenge when neither team is the same as last years.” 

Lewis, a 5-11, 170-pound cornerback, agreed. 

“T still think Oklahoma is our big rival,” he said. 

Although trying to play down the importance of this 
game, both players agreed this is a special game for them since they 
both hail from Colorado. 

“We definitely want to win this one,” Boerboom said. “I have 
my family coming up, and I want us to perform well.” 

Lewis said he not only his family but a lot of friends are coming 
to Lincoln, and he doesn’t want to disappoint them. 

Bocrboom was recruited by Colorado but eventually decided on 
Nebraska because of its name. 

“The tradition of Nebraska really drew me here,” he said. “I 
mean, Colorado was an up-and-coming program at the time, butit 
didn’t have the reputation of a Nebraska.” 

Lewis had other reasons for going to Nebraska. 

“T wanted to get out of the state,” he said. “Nebraska seemed like 
the right place for me to do that.” 

Just being from Colorado isn’t the only reason this isa big game 
for these guys, They’ve been hearing all season that Nebraska 
hasn’t played anyone, and this game is the chance to prove what 
kind of team Nebraska has. 

“The only national coverage we’ve gotten this year is the Baylor 
game,” Boerboom said. “We wantto prove we can score more than 
13 points.” 

“You can say we haven't played anyone this season,” Lewis 
said, “but take a look at Virginia’s schedule. There’s no Colorado 
in those teams.” 

Bocrboom said that although this is a big game, they’ve taken 
this season week by weck. 

“As soonas you look pasta team you get beat by them 


Thompson 


*he said. 
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Shaun Sartin/First Down 
Cornerback Tahaun Lewis interceptsa pass against 
Oklahoma State. Lewis and offensive tackle Brian 
Boerboom are Colorado natives. ere 
“J don’t care what team that is — that, all of a sudden, is a big 
ame,” 
‘ Lewis said there hasn’t been much of a difference between 
practice this week and all others. : 
“We haven't done any special preparations this week,” he said. 
“It’s pretty much been business as usual.” . 
As muchas the players try to conduct things “business as usual 
this week, Boerboom admits that there is something different in the 
air. 
“When | lay in bed at night I think about this game,” he said. “T 
mean this is what we came to Nebraska for. It’s time to do what we 
do best.” 


Continued from Page 12 
listening to Switzer’s words. . . “ 

And so begins for the reader a roller- 
coaster ride through Thompson’s Sooner 
career. He recounts everything from his 
excitement about getting recruited by 
Oklahoma to his empty, cold fecling sitting 
in a courtroom only two years later, being 
sentenced to two years for conspiracy to 
distribute cocaine. 

The rest of the book is full of Th- 
ompson’s memories and opinions, and not 
many of cither are positive. 

He writes of the overwhelming hype 
before the 1987 Nebraska-Oklahoma game 
— dubbed by the media as the “Game of the 
Century Il.” He recalls how former Corn- 
husker quarterback Steve Taylor smirked at 


him during a pregame interview with CBS, 
and the fecling he and his teammates had 
for three weeks prior to the game, while 
Husker players predicted a Nebraska rout 
of the Sooners. 

Overall, Thompson does an excellent 
job of painting a vivid picture for his read- 
ers. From his first play as a Sooner, when he 
scored a touchdown against North Texas 
Statc, to his last — which resulted in a 
broken leg against Nebraska — he tells it, 
evidently, like it was. 

The guns, the fights, the impropricties 
within the program . . . it’s all here. 

The atmosphere described by Th- 
ompson of the Norman, Okla., campus was 
one in which the Sooncr athIctes, particu- 
larly the football players, were kings, and 


they got what they want. 

Whether it was money, cars, sex or 
drugs, they got it, according to Thompson. 

The book has received endless criticism 
since it was released two months ago, and 
more than a little of it has come from 
Switzer. Perhaps, some of it is deserved — 
bul probably not all of it. : 

Switzer has called Thompson a liar for 
hisallegations. Butafter finishing the book, 
one has to examine the source — actually, 
both sources. 

After all, if it’s a choice between believ- 
ing the 22-year-old who went to prison for 
his mistakes or the 53-year-old who lied 
and used every means available to cover up 
that and other incidents, who isto be be- 
lieved? 
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1990 Seniors 


Ye: 


Anderson Anderson Barrios Bobolz Brungardt Cooper 


w“~— 


Croel _ | Devall Dunlap Edeal Engstrom Spitzenberger 


Bee 


Rodgers 


Makell 


4. 


Reilly Reynolds Mohnsen Svehla 


Special applause requested for Walker 


From Staff Reports 


An ovation of “deaf clapping” is requested today for Nebraska 
defensive tackle, Kenny Walker. 

Walker will be individually introduced along with the rest of the 
Cornhusker seniors in honor of their final game at Memorial 
Stadium. 

But since Walker cannot hear a normal ovation because he is 
deaf, the special clapping is planned as a surprise for Walker, who 
is from Crane, Texas. 

To do the silent clap when he is introduced, raise your arms as 
ifs Sienaing a touchdown, spread your fingers and rotate your wrists 
quickly 


“I 


Wendland Tyrance 
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No. Players Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wet. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl 
1 Mike Grant QB 6-2 210 Jr. 33 Tyrone Hughes WB 5-9 175 So. | 69 Dave Jensen OG 6-5 275 So 
2 Mickey Joseph QB 5-11 180 Jr. 34 Trev Alberts OLB 64 220 Fr. 70 Jamie Liewer DT 6-5 260 So 
3 Tom Wemer WB 5-9 150 So. | 35 Scott Kurtz ILB 5-11 220 Sr. 72 John Clarke DT 6-2 250 Jr 
3 Tyrone Legette CB 5-9 180 Jr. 37 RobertGlantz FB 5-11 220 Jr. 72 John Parrella DT 6-4 275 So 
4 George Achola IB 5-11 195 Jr. 36 Brian Pollard S&S 5-10 190 Jr. 73 Steve Engsrom OT 6-3 290 Sr. 
5 TahaunLewis CB 5-11 170 Sr. 38 Bruce Pickens CB 5-11 190 Sr.. | 74 ScottPeterson OG 6-4 240 So 
6 Brad Devall WB 5-9 180 Sr. 40 Pat Tyrance ILB 6-2 240 Sr. 75 Will Shields OG 62 260 So 
8 Tyrone Byrd FS 5-11 165 So. | 41 Tim Johnk FB 5-10 215 Jr. 76 BrianBoerboom OT 6-7 285 Jr 
9 Robert Hicks CB 5-10 185 Sr. | 44 GreggBarios K 5-8 170 Sr. | 77 TerryEyman OT 6-6 265 Sr. 
10 KeithenMcCant QB 6-2 205 Jr. 45 Jon Crippen CB 5-10 170 Sr. 78 Tom Punt OT 6-8 285 Sr 
11 Mark Dowse SE 6-0 180 Jr. 46 BrianMohnsen ILB 6-3 240 Jr. 80 Chris Garrett TE 63 240 Jr. 
12 Jerry Dunlap QB 5-11 195 Sr. | 47 Mike Stigge e 6-1 185 So. | 81 Lance Bobolz WB 5-10 170 Sr 
13 Byron Bennett P-K 5-11 180 Fr. 48 Mike Anderson ILB 6-1 230 Fr. 82 Dan Pleasant SE 5-9 175 Jr 
14 Jeff Lang K 5-9 175 Fr. 49 Paul Wightman ILB 6-1 220 So. | 83 Mike Vedral TE 6-3 225 So 
15 Tom Haase QB 6-0 180 Jr. 51 Brent Pick OT 6-5 265 Sr. 84 Rick Wendland OLB 6-1 215 Sr. 
16 Vernon Powell SE 5-10 160 So. | 52 MattPenland ILB 6-0 220 So. | 85 Daryl Leise TE 6-2 230 Jr 
17 ReggieCooper SS 6-3 210 Sr. 53 Bill Ziegelbein C 6-5 240 Jr. 86 Johnny Mitchell TE 6-5 250 Fr. 
18 Jon Bostick SE 6-2 185» Jr: 54 Troy Branch ILB 6-2 220 Fr. 86 J.Spitzenberger OLB 6-1 220 Sr. 
19 Keith Mackell SE 5-10 160 Sr. 55 TerrisChomey C 6-1 250 So. 87 Dan Svehla OLB 6-0 230 Sr. 
21 Will Thomas SSa’ 6:Die-L75) Jr: 56 Joe Sims DT 6-3 280 Sr. 88 Mike Croel OLB 6-3 225 Sr 
22 Nate Turner WB 6-2 225 Jr. 57 Kenny Walker DT 6-4 240 Sr. | 89 W.Washington TE 6-2 245 So 
23 Leodis Flowers IB 45-11 200 Jr. 58 David Edeal Cc 6-2 260 Sr. 90 L. Anderson DT 6-4 260 Sr. 
24 CurtisCotton SS 6-1 210 Jr, 59 Ray Riefenrath OT 6-5 290 Jr. 91 Andy Zacharias ILB 6-1 230 Jr 
25 Omar Soto FB 5-11 220 Jr. 61 Erik Wiegert OG 64 270 Jr. 93 Travis Hill OLB 6-2 225 So 
26 Lance Lewis FB 6-0 205 So. | 62 DavidNoonan MG’ 6-3 260 Fr. 94 Brian Brown DT 6-6 260 Jr 
27 DerekBrown IB 5-10 175 Fr. | 63 Greg Koellner MG 6-3 280 Jr. 95 PaulBrungardt DT 6-7 260 Sr 
28 EricAnderson CB 5-8 175. Sr. 64 Chris Zyzda OG 6-2 255 So. 96 David White OLB 6-2 225 So 
29 ScottBaldwin IB 6-1 200 So. | 65 Jeff Chaney OG 6-2 250 Jr. 97 PatEngelbert MG 6-2 250 Jr 
31 SteveCarmer FS 6-1 205 Jr. 66 Jim Wanek OG 6-1 245 Sr. 98 Mike Jefferson MG 6-2 280 Fr, 
32 Lamont White WB 5-9 175 Jr, 67 Jim Scou € 6-2 245 So. | 99 Mike Petko ILB 6-2 230 Jr 


No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl 
1 EricBieniemy TB 5-7 195 Sr. | 34 Chad Brown LB 6-2 230 So. | 70 ThomasMixon OT 6-5 285 Fr. 
2 Deon Figures CB 6-0 195 So. | 35 ChuckSnowden TB 6-1 200 Fr. 71 Erez Gottlieb Cc 6-3. 270 So 
3. DarianHagan QB 5-10 185 Jr. 36 J.C. Orvis QB 6-2 205 Sr. | 72 M.VanderPoel OT 6-8 300 Sr 
4 CharlesJohnson QB 5-11 165 Jr. | 37 Tate Nelson FS 6-2 180 So. | 73 Roger Ivey OG 63 280 Fr 
5 OC. Oliver QB 5-10 195 Sr. | 38 Scoit Starr CB 5-9 180 So. | 75 JasonPerkins DT 6-4 255 So 
6 EricHamilton SS 5-11 190 So. | 39 Jeff Brunner DT 6-1 245 Fr. | 76 Corey Smith DT 6-4 270 Fr 
9 Mike Pritchard QB 5-11 180 Sr. | 40 ScottDeGoler LB 6-0 215 Sr. | 76 ArielSolomon OT 6-6 275 Sr 
10 Tom Rouen P 6-3 215 Sr. | 41 John Katovsich LB 6-3 210 Fr. | 77 Jim Hansen OT 6-7 270 So 
12 D.McCloughan CB 6-1 185 Sr. | 42 MichaclSimmonsWB 5-9 195 Sr. | 78 BryanCampbell OT 6-4 270 So 
13° Ronnie Bradford CB 5-11 175 So. | 43 RobHutchins LB 6-1 220 Sr. | 79 RussellHeasley OG 6-4 265 Jr 

14 Pat Blottiaux K 6-0 220 So. | 44 David Arterberry TB 6-2 210 So. | 80 RobbieJames WR 6-0 185 Jr 

15 David Gibbs CB 5-9 175 Sr. | 45 ChrisO’Donnell SS 6-0 195 Jr. 81 Jon Boman TE 6-3 235 Jr. 

16 Vance Joseph QB 5-11 190 Fr. | 46 Paul Rose OLB 6-2 215 Sr. | 82 Doug VanHom TE 6-3 200 Fr. 
16 Jim Harper K 6-0 180 Jr. 47 Chris Hudson CB 5-i1 185 Fr. | 83 CharlesJohnson WR 6-0 185 Fr 
17 JeffKochevar P 6-4 200° Jr. 48 TerryJohnson LB 6-1 220 Sr. 84 JamesJackson WR 6-2 180 Fr. 
17 Tim James SS 6-3 215 Sr. | 50 Tony Berti OLB 6-6 240 Fr. | 85 Sean Embree TE 6-4 235 So 
18 Roman Foster QB 6-1 190 So. | 51 RudySteames C 6-3 245 Fr. 86 Rico Smith WR 6-0 185 Jr 

19 Greg Biekert LB 6-3 220 So. | 52 Jay Leeuwenburg C 6-3 265 Jr. 87 Sean Brown TE (6-3. .235'9 Jr. 

21 Dwayne Davis FS 6-2 200 So. | 54 Tam Amituanai NT 6-2 315 So. | 88 Rich Fisher LB 6-2 220 Fr. 
22 G.Hemingway FB 6-0 230 Sr. 55 Jim Adams OG 6-1 260 Jr. 89 Brian Dyet DT 6-6 240 Fr 
23 Greg Lindsey WB 6-1 200 Fr. | 56 Ron Woolfork OLB 6-3 235 Fr. | 90 NormBarmett LB 6-2 230 Fr 
25. Mark Henry WR 6-3 190 Jr. 57 Neil Schlesener OG 6-3 280 Sr. | 91 Lamar Gray OLB 6-1 235 Sr. 
26 Julian Hayward WR 6-1 165 So. | 58 Doug Wolanske OLB 6-2 220 So. | 92 Rodell Guest OLB 6-5 240 Jr 

27 Greg Thomas FS. 6-3): 220° Ie 59 Ken Browne DT 6-5 260 Fr. 93 Joel Steed NT 6-2 280 Jr 

28 Erik Mitchell WB 5-10 165 Fr. | 60 Clint Moles OT 6-7 280 So. | 94 Alfred Williams OLB 6-6 230 Fr, 
29 DerekAgnew DB 5-9 175 Fr. | 62 Jow Garten OG 6-3 380 Sr. | 95 Garry Howe DT 6-0 265 Sr 
30 Tony Senna FB 5-10 210 Jr. 64 Robert Hillis LB 6-0 200 Fr. | 96 KanavisMcGhee OLB 6-5 250 Sr 
31 Matt Bell TB 5-8 195 So. | 65 Greg Loest OT 6-6 240 Fr. | 97 MarcellousElder DT 6-5 285 So 
32 DavidBrown TE 6-2 235 Sr. | 66 Dan Todd OG 6-4 265 Fr. | 98 Mike Motley OLB 6-2 230 Sr 
33 James Hill FB 6-0 210 Fr. | 69 RickGrunden OG 6-4 260 So. | 99 LeonardRenfro DT 6-4 285 Fr 
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Nebraska-Colorado too close to call? 


No longer are there only two teams worth mentioning in the Big 
Eight, Colorado proved this again Saturday, defeating Oklahoma. 
The other teams that used to get pasted annually by Nebraska and 
Oklahoma also have improved. 

Welcome to the Big One, Medium Seven. The Big One iy the 
Big Red. 

(I hearby promise to deal with the present and the polite, and I 
will make no references to S-l A——e or ud c—s on two 
punt returns or beating Missouri on f{——h d—n,) 

Of course, Colorado is no medium program this season. The 
a —__— Buffaloes, one of the best 
teams in the nation, might 


Paul even finda way to beat Ne- 
. braska again this year, 

Domeier Colorado has some awe- 

First Down Co-Editor some talent. Tailback Eric 


Bieniemy is great, Wide 
receiver Mike Pritchard is 
great. Outside linebackers Alfred Williams and Kanavis McGhee 
are almost as good as Mike Croel. 

But after 1990, the Buffs will be in trouble. Bienicmy, 
Pritchard, Williams and McGhee are seniors. So are All-American 
linemen Joe Garten and Mark Vander Poel, excellent defensive 
tackle Garry Howe, Bieniemy’s blocking backs, All-American 
punter Tom Rouen, etc. 

That's too much talent toreplace, which is why Saturday will be 
so much fun for Nebraska backers, who get to make Memorial 
Stadium a little hell for Colorado, 

The fans can root as the Cornhuskers get one solid shot at their 
Big Eight equals, in what probably will be one of the last years the 
Buffaloes are the Huskers’ equals. 

After this season, the feud that Colorado coach Bill McCartney 


has cultivated so carefully can go back from fertile to futile. 
Colorado can take the role Missouri had in the late 1970s and early 
1980s, playing Nebraska tough but losing to Kansas State. Bill 
McCartney can waste his efforts with a designated rival, just as 
Warren Powers did. ; bad 

Saturday’s game, however—as possibly the end of a mini-feud 
— will be a classic. Both teams have great defenses, great special 
teams and capable offenses. 

But the teams have some dramatic differences. Some Buffaloes 
are All-Americans, but after the superstars Colorado has holes the 
size of linebacker Chad Brown. Nebraska’s stars aren’t always 
visible, but the Huskers have no weaknesses. 

The Buffaloes have enough major weaknesses to Jose, not the 
least of them their rigid offensive and defensive schemes. The 
Colorado offense is wasting quarterback Darian Hagan. The Buffs 
best play is the sprint draw to Bieniemy so hecanrun up the middle. 
Any quarterback can hand off the ball on a sprint draw, and most 
quarterbacks are better than Hagan at the accompanying play, the 
play-action pass. Hagan’s option skills are wasted. 

On defense, Colorado relies blindly on the athletic ability of 
Williams or McGhee, When Oklahoma ran the option out of an 
unbalanced I-bone, the Buffaloes refused to adjust, and the Soon- 
ers ran for a large gain. Later in the game, Oklahoma did the same 
thing, and again Colorado refused to adjust. 

The Huskers are extremely flexible, using three- or four-man 
fronts on defense, according to the situation, and running out of the 
I-formation, two-tight end I-formation, the I-bone and the spread. 
The spread, a formation Oklahoma doesn’t use, should be espe- 
cially effective Saturday, since neither Williams or McGhee can 
cover Tyrone Hughes or Nate Turner. 

And Nebraska’s offense is geared to showcase Mickey Joseph, 
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The mighty Buffaloes will prevail 


Nebraska fans, please answer a quick question for a Colorado 
Buffaloes’ fan who is inexperienced and naive in such matters as 
college football success and Top 10 rankings. 

Should a team like the Cornhuskers, which has played a sched- 
ule Virginia players would criticize, be considered No. 3 in the 
country? I don’t understand. 

Expect Colorado followers to wonder, since we haven’t had to 
clutter our minds with such significant situations before last year. 
And also expect us to seek advice from the enlightened Big Red 
supporters who are cultured in college football success. 

To share knowledge with 
ferventrivals is sucha glori- 
ous feeling, isn’t it? Like 
explaining those compli- 
cated rules about clipping 
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: : spe- 
Sports Editor, CU Campus Press cial teams play. ’m'-sure 


Ee ee ee some Big Bight officials 
could use the directions and guidance Nebraska fans have to offer, 

Lose some of your shyness, you benevolent Husker fans, and 
clarify the number of downs each team is allowed in the Big Eight. 
It would no doubt be helpful to J.C. Louderback and his crew, as 
well as a few confused Buff fans. 

To follow a football program as drenched in success as Ne- 
braska must be a wonderful feeling. What better way to spend a 
crisp, autumn afternoon in Lincoln than watching a third-string I- 
back gain 123 yards during a 342 pasting of Middle Wyoming State 
Community College. Colorado fans, on the other hand, are forced 
to watch the Buffaloes in such dull, humdrum games against 
Washington, Illinois, Texas and Stanford. 

It’s enough to make any self-respecting Buff fan think about 
giving up the tension of following an exciting, if not dangerously 
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cardiac, team like Colorado and experiencing the toned-down 
satisfaction of watching Nebraska survive “big scares” against the 
like of Northern Illinois. Obviously, it’s not quite enough. 

Going out on an unsheltered limb, I venture a somewhat adept 
analysis of the classic Husker backer. ; 

To the members of Nebraska's No. | religious sect, The Big Red 
Congregation, losing to Colorado last year was a rare phenomenon. 
It was an unwelcome abomination that Husker fanatics tried to 
absolve by invoking whatever obscene, insensitive excuses they 
could. 

Take the entire Sal Aunese situation. Surely, Sal was an inspi- 
ration to the 1989 Golden Buffaloes. However, to suggest that the 
team used Sal, and Sal’s death, to motivate itself is an undeniably 
shallow, empty-headed act. Nobody is in a position to judge the 
players’ feelings for Sal except the players themselves. 

When Leodis Flowers and Mickey Joseph try to run the option 
against Colorado, they will come to the abrupt conclusion that they 
are not facing the Golden Gophers or the Beavers. The speed of 
Colorado’s H-Boys, outside linebackers Alfred Williams and 
Kanavis McGhee, will negate the Huskers’ outside attack, causing 
them to try their luck against Colorado’s rising strength, inside 
linebackers Greg Biekert and Chad Brown, 

Colorado, on the other hand, has seen it all before. Passing 
attack? Tennessee, Washington and Stanford all do it better than 
Nebraska. Rush defense? Washington and Illinois are tougher. 
Colorado has seen running attacks as quick and as strong as 
Nebraska’s against Washington, Oklahoma and Tennessee. 

The Buffaloes have fought adversity, battled it and, except for 
the game against Illinois, they have survived. In each instance, 
Colorado has learned. ‘ 3 

A bit of warning, Husker fans. The Buffaloes may trail early in 
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